Who counts?
Assignment created by Susan Kuehl and Dr. Christine Krueger

Context:  Many documents exist that discuss the wide variance in the incarceration rate by race, gender,  age, and geographic location.  Many will argue about racial biases in the criminal justice system.  Others will address the underlying crime rates.  And yet others will decry the differences in punishment for the possession of powdered cocaine (primarily whites) and crack cocaine (primarily blacks).  As educated citizens of a democracy and members of the Marquette community who seek to serve others, we need to be informed about these issues.  We also need to have the skills to evaluate evidence and support our arguments.  That is the point of this exercise.  Let’s look at the overall incarnation rate, by race, in the US over the course of nearly 20 years. 
The facts:  The data in the spreadsheet on the next page reflect the number of people per 100,000 incarcerated in the US.  
Create:  a bar and/or line chart to reflect this data.

Calculate:  per year, the rate of change (increase or decrease) per 100,000 population by race.  Then create a similar chart.
Using this data, predict how the incarceration rates will change year-to-year up through the year 2020.

Research incarceration rates by gender.  Are the rates similar to the overall population?  Then research the data by 25-29 year old males.  Did the rates change significantly?  Why or why not?  Discuss the impact of this on society.

Are there disparities in race for those sentenced to the death penalty?  Due to the variation in state policies, select one state with an active death penalty policy to conduct your research and analysis.

For further study:  look at race and the death penalty convictions and executions, race broken down by crime (e.g., violent, property, drug, public order), sentence lengths for comparable crimes, and by city/state.
Application:  If you wanted to use your research and statistical representations to take action, with whom would you share your work?  A city council?  State or national legislator?  Church or community group?  You could also submit your work to the Who Counts project for the student project prize in spring of 2010.

Jail incarceration rate per 100,000 population
	Year
	White
	Black
	Hispanic

	1990
	89
	560
	245

	1991
	92
	594
	247

	1992
	93
	618
	251

	1993
	94
	633
	262

	1994
	98
	656
	274

	1995
	104
	670
	263

	1996
	111
	640
	276

	1997
	117
	706
	293

	1998
	125
	716
	292

	1999
	127
	730
	288

	2000
	132
	736
	280

	2001
	138
	703
	263

	2002
	147
	740
	256

	2003
	151
	748
	269

	2004
	160
	765
	262

	2005
	166
	800
	268

	2006
	170
	815
	283

	2007
	170
	815
	276

	2008
	167
	831
	274


Source: www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/glance/tables/jailrairtab.htm.  
