Who counts? 

Assignment created by Dr. Jason Meyler, Spanish, and 

Dr. John Moyer, Math, Statistics and Computer Science 

Context:  Spanish 171, US Latino/a Literature, is a UCCS Diverse Cultures course.  We work with cultural similarities and differences between Latin Americans, Latinos and the many cultures of the United States.  Unfortunately this means that we deal with cultural misconceptions as well as cultural diversity.  The Latino/a population consists of legal and illegal migrants, descendants of Mexico who live in states that pertain to the USA as of 1848, political refugees from numerous Latin American countries and many US citizens by birthright and the naturalization process.  Even though migration has been a topic of debate for centuries, it took a serious turn after the tragic events of September 11, 2001 and has quickly become a contentious issue in the lives of Latinos.  It helps to address the real presence of Latinos so as to more fully appreciate their literary and cultural contributions.  In conjunction with literary analysis, I ask my students to debate the following contemporary assumption regarding Latinos and invite you to do the same.  
Analyze…the claim held by some that undocumented immigrants are major contributors to the high cost of healthcare in the city of Milwaukee.  

Estimate…using readily available data and mutually agreed-upon estimates, you can quantitatively analyze this controversial issue.  
What do you need to know?

Here are the data that we used:

	Milwaukee population
	600,000

	Latino population in Milwaukee
	82,000

	Percent of Latino population estimated to be undocumented
	12%

	Estimated number of hospital emergency room visits by the undocumented Latino population in a year
	15%

	Estimated average cost per visit to hospital emergency room
	$5,000


Discussion

Within approximately five minutes, nearly all teams of students arrived at a reasonable solution. Try the calculation yourself and see what you come up with.
My students had different reactions to their calculations of the cost per resident per year, and we discussed the various ways to relate this amount to students’ lives.  One student, for example, compared the total $7.5 million cost to the operating budget of the Milwaukee Bucks, and other students compared the $12.50 amount per resident per year to their weekly purchases of coffee.

My students thought that, even though the estimates we used are ballpark figures, the resulting costs were by no means burdensome to the residents of Milwaukee.  Even if students doubled some of the costs and estimates of either undocumented Latinos or emergency room visits, the resulting costs to Milwaukee residents would likely remain within the same order of magnitude.  But you should pursue this issue on your own, investigate the data, and determine reasonable estimates.
