

Educ 008 WC assignment



Who Counts Mathematical Reasoning Assignment – EDUC 008
Goal/ Learning Outcome: 

Students will extend their quantitative reasoning skills to more effectively analyze differences in equality of educational opportunity for students of traditionally marginalized groups. Students will interpret data from tables on educational trends for these groups and will interpret these data in a narrative and visual manner.


Objectives:

· Students will interpret messages about equality of opportunity for students from traditionally marginalized groups from quantitative data presented in a table

· Students will translate these quantitative data from tabular to narrative and visual formats

· Students will explore questions raised from these tables about equality of opportunity for students from traditionally marginalized groups 

Procedures:

1) Divide students into groups of three. 

2) Direct groups to choose one table from Chapters 2, 3, 4 in Spring, American Education.  These chapters deal with education and equality of opportunity for different racial and ethnic groups, as well as for on the basis of gender and special needs. Data in these tables illustrate these issues. 

3) Ask students to determine which dimension of diversity is the primary focus of their table.

4) Ask students to determine which other dimension(s) of diversity are presented.

5) Ask students to create a narrative representation of these data, using a storyline to communicate a message that the table communicates.

6) Ask students to create a visual representation of these data, using symbols or images to communicate a message that the table communicates.

7) Ask students to identify two questions raised by this table about equality of opportunity for students from traditionally marginalized groups that additional quantitative data would help them answer. 

8) Ask students to speculate on specific ways that they gather these additional data.

9) Through a jigsaw or other mixing strategy, have each group present five outcomes of the activity:

a. Dimensions of diversity presented in their table

b. Narrative representation of a message from the table

c. Visual representations of a message from the table 

d. Questions raised and data that might help answer these questions

Assessment:

· Groups of three will turn in their work at the end of class

· Students will be asked to report questions that remain unanswered for them

· Students will be given a similar exercise for a question on an exam in class, which they will need to complete individually

