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Group Presentation and Individual Research Paper on Multicultural Education

200 points
(Standards 3.5, 3.16, 3.17)
 
1) As a group, create a presentation on one topic from the list below. Presentations will be a maximum of 30 minutes. The presentation will count for 100 points, and the group will be graded as a whole. Each group presentation should:

· Engage your classmates (i.e. be interactive, not just delivering information)

· Include a handout that summarizes key components of the presentation. These handouts are due a week before the presentation.

· Demonstrate mathematical reasoning (in data presentation and explanation).
· Include a pre- and post- assessment with 3 questions that will indicate how well your presentation supported quantitative reasoning skills for your classmates.
2) Individually, write a paper about a specific dimension of this same topic. Papers will be a maximum of 1750 words. This paper counts for 100 points and individuals will be graded separately. 

Other directives:

· Before beginning their research, each group must meet as a whole with the professor. The purpose of this meeting is to ensure that no other group is already doing this topic and to discuss their group presentation and individual papers. These meetings will last approximately 15 minutes and may be scheduled before or after class or at another time. Group members are responsible for initiating this meeting.

· Each group member should research a different dimension of the topic for their paper and presentation. Thus, each paper will have a separate focus, and the group can combine these into their group presentation.

· The presentation and paper should each include 5 to 6 research sources. Students are strongly encouraged to use a research consultant at the Raynor Memorial Library to find appropriate resources

· Groups will be limited in size to 4 students 

· Each group member will assess the participation of their fellow group members

Topics:

1. Define multicultural education. What quantitative data support the need for a multicultural approach to education in a given school district?  Include charts, diagrams and evidence of understanding the background for multicultural education. 

2. Who are our teachers? Compare the demographic data on teachers and students in the United States in terms of age, gender, professional training, and years of teaching experience. Include data on the future employment trends in teaching such as supply and demand in different subjects/content areas as well in various geographic areas in the US.  One member of the group should collect specific data on the Milwaukee Public Schools.  Other members should gather materials on suburban schools, rural schools and parochial schools. What do these data suggest about equity in the schooling?

3. What is the Milwaukee Parental Choice program? Include data on the number of schools, number of students, costs, student achievement, tax support, etc.  Compare these dimensions with data from other Milwaukee schools (both public and private). What are some of the issues that face the program? (Look for information from Public Policy Forum).  What do these findings suggest about equity in schooling in the Milwaukee area?

4. What are for-profit schools?  Which schools are for-profit in the Greater Milwaukee area (and one other area of interest to the group)? Collect data on the number of schools, number of students, costs, student achievement, tax support, etc.  Compare these dimensions with data from public schools in the Milwaukee area. Do these schools reflect current data on racial and ethnic trends in the Milwaukee area?  What do these findings suggest about equity in schooling? 

5. How integrated are the schools in the Greater Milwaukee area across multiple dimensions of diversity? What are the Open Enrollment and Chapter 220 programs and how do they impact on diversity in the schools in Milwaukee and its suburbs?  Collect data on diversity in MPS and the suburban schools including: school size, location, type (public/charter/parochial), racial groups, language groups, special needs, social class (free and reduced lunch). What do these findings demonstrate about integration and diversity in the schools? 


