Unit Two:  Writing for Social Advocacy

Background of the assignment

This assignment grows out of three distinct but complementary goals.  Throughout this course, I want to provide you with opportunities to develop your fluency and flexibility as a writer, by writing on complex subjects for a variety of audiences and in a variety of genres.  As a member of Marquette’s Who Counts? initiative to incorporate quantitative reasoning across the curriculum, I wanted to choose a subject that would lead you to engage in careful thinking and writing about mathematical arguments.  And as someone who is committed to developing assignments that give you an opportunity to cultivate skills that will prepare you for active civic engagement beyond the classroom, I wanted to design a writing task that would give you practice in going public with your conclusions about a complex social issue.

Task

Your assignment in this unit is to 1) articulate a question regarding the Milwaukee Public School system’s Universal Free Breakfast Program; 2) conduct research that helps you answer that question; and 3) goes public with your conclusions about what should be done about regarding funding and or policy decisions regarding MPS’s Universal Free Breakfast program.  You will write a what is known as a “comment” for the federal government’s Federal Register—almost surely a new genre to all of you, but one that is closely related to many other genres you know well.  Your comment should make an argument which relies, to some degree, on quantitative reasoning.  

Background on Milwaukee Public School system’s Universal Free Breakfast program

During the 2004 school year, 73% of Milwaukee Public School students qualified for a free or reduced-price breakfast, but only 11% ate school breakfast.  For many years, such participation rates placed Wisconsin dead last in participation rates in the country.  Recently Wisconsin has increased participation by 25%, moving us to 46th in the nation.  Part of the effort has included implementation of a “Universal Free Breakfast” program which makes breakfast available not only to qualifying students but to all students at a qualifying school, regardless of an individual student’s financial status.  As we’ll discuss in class, the UFB program has had a powerful effect on participation rates in Milwaukee, but it raises complex issues of policy and funding. 

Going public with your conclusions

In 2009, Congress will reauthorize a number of programs, including those related to Universal Free Breakfast, under the umbrella legislation of the Child Nutrition Act.  This is when policy and funding decisions are made.  The federal government is holding a regional listening session in Chicago on September 10th.  The USDA is also soliciting written comments for the Federal Register, due by October 15th.  These comments are read by federal policy makers as they draft policy.  You will write a comment for the Federal Register on some policy or funding aspect of the UFB program.  

Workshop Draft Due:
Monday September 29th - Friday October 3rd    


Polished Draft Due:
Monday October 6th 


Additional Workshop Opportunity: Monday October 13th 


Comments for Federal Register Due: October 15th 
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