Created by Susan Kuehl, Marquette University, “Who Counts?” program coordinator


Who Counts assignment – Stewardship
With all the emphasis on being “green” these days, do you know your personal carbon footprint?  How much energy do you consume compared to others?  Is your family “green”?  How do you think your family would compare to an inner city family, or one in New York City, or one in India?

The internet provides a wide variety of carbon footprint quizzes.  Use a search engine to find ones you like.  Here are a few options:

www.ecofoot.org 

www.footprintnetwork.org/gfn_sub.php?content=calculator 

www.nature.org/initiatives/climatechange/calculator 

www.bp.com/home.do?categoryId=1 then select carbon footprint calculator 

www.epa.gov/climatechange/emissions/ind_calculator.html 

As a class, select five different quizzes for each to take.  Annotate your answers so you can ensure consistency from quiz to quiz.  Also track what questions are asked and the level of detail.

Task 1.  Create a chart showing your results to the five quizzes.  Document the reason(s) for the differences in results.

Task 2.  Take the quizzes again using your family home.  [This assumes that your first effort has you living somewhere other than your family home.]  Create a similar chart.  Is it significantly different?  Why?

Task 3.  Create a chart with the results of your entire class.  What factors had the greatest impact in the variance of scores.  Calculate what you would need to do to either (1) reduce your carbon footprint to the class average or (2) reduce your carbon footprint to match the number of biologically productive acres available per person in the world.
Task 4.  Compare the results of your class with a high school class in the Milwaukee Public Schools.

Task 5.  Compare the results of your class with a university class in another country.  Before receiving their inputs, make an educated guess (forecast) their results and document why.  Once their results are received, create a chart to compare/contract the results.
