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Spring 2009

Professor Olga Yakusheva

Term Paper Requirements

The term paper has to explore an original idea and be applied in nature (meaning you are required to use econometric analysis on an existing dataset). The assignment is broken down into three stages. 

Paper Proposal: You will be required to submit a paper proposal for your term paper. The proposal has to be a maximum of 3 pages, double spaced, size 12 font. 

The proposal needs to: 

· provide the title of your future paper, 

· state the question(s) that you are planning to address, and state verbally your hypothesis (-es), 

· explain why your topic is important/interesting,

· describe how your project relates to the existing literature (you have to cite at least 5 academic papers), 

· describe the variables that you will be using and the source of the data (I will provide you with several data sources),

· write down your regression model and state the hypothesis you will be testing in the H0/H1 format; describe in detail how you will test the stated hypothesis, explain how you will calculate the test statistic and what decision rule you will use.

First Draft: The first draft of the paper has to include the following sections:

· Introduction – The introduction is similar to your paper proposal in format, content, and length; however it should also state your findings and the punch line. 
· Literature review - I expect a comprehensive literature review. If I Google the key words of your topic, I shouldn’t be able to come up with much more than what you have.
· Data - Your data has to be described in detail – what are your sample inclusion/exclusion criteria, what is the sample size, what are the variables that you will be using and how are they defined, how are you handling missing values; you should include a table that provides the descriptions, means, and standard deviations of all variables. 
· Model - The model needs to be presented clearly in words and with an equation, and the hypothesis(-es) that you are testing need to be presented in the H0/H1 format. Just like in the proposal, you have explain how you calculate the test statistic and what decision rule you use to test your hypothesis (-es).
· Results – In this section, you have to present and explain the numerical results of your research. What are your regression coefficients and what are they telling you about the relationships between variables? What are the values of your test statistics and what do they tell you about the validity of your hypothesis(-es)? 
· Conclusions - The conclusions section needs to include a brief summary of your whole paper and discuss the implications of your findings for public policy and/or future research.
I expect the first draft to be thorough and well written. There is no page limit, however I ask that you use size 12 font and double space it for easier reading. 


Your draft will be evaluated section by section, and each section will be worth 16.(6)% of the total grade for this assignment. The grade for each section will be based on the following components: content (whether or not it meets the criteria above) 33.(3)%, thoroughness (how well it meets the criteria above) 33.(3)%, and overall clarity of presentation (how well it is written) 33.(3)%.

Final Draft: The final draft will be graded based on whether (50%), and how well (50%), you address each of my comments and recommendations that you receive after the first draft. 

