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CRITICAL ISSUE PRESENTATION: 
MATHEMATICAL REASONING ASSIGNMENT 2
Presentation (30 minutes) Activity/Debate/Discussion (30 minutes)

Each inquiry team will be assigned an issue which they collaboratively research to create a presentation/ activity-discussion-debate. The instructor will meet with teams early on to help them determine their focus and later to discuss their specific plans.  

Students will start with class readings and other reserved readings, then move to their own research of books, articles, or websites to create this presentation.  They will then include attention to statistical data that illustrate the nature of the issue they are presenting.  

For their presentation, they will locate an aspect of the topic they find particularly interesting or controversial. They will then present the controversial segment of the issue and engage their classmates in activities and discussion/debate around that aspect. 

The presentation/debate will be given a group grade, though each person will be evaluated on his or her communication skills individually. Evaluation will be based on the following guidelines:

PRESENTATION: 

· Presentation should be approximately 30 minutes; Students must plan their time carefully.  

· Creation and submission two days prior of a thorough concept map or outline depicting major themes or concepts of the presentation and their connections. Students can create either a hard copy or an electronic version of this concept map.  Accuracy and completeness of all information is a must. 

· Each team member should be equally responsible for some aspect of the presentation/ discussion/debate. 

· Use good communication practices to engage classmates in the presentation/discussion 
· Focus the presentation primarily on pedagogy or policy rather than societal level issues.     

· Contextualize and present the issue from multiple perspectives. 

· Include a focus on the perspectives of an ethnic/cultural/gender/racial/language group(s) significantly affected by the issue in relation to schooling.  Be sensitive to within-group differences when discussing generalities. Also keep issues of acculturation and assimilation in mind during presentation.
· Incorporate graphs, charts, statistics, etc, to illustrate the nature of the issue you are presenting, with sufficient explanation to help classmates see the meaning and implication of this data, especially as it indicates the effect on the specific group you identify.  

· In the presentation, use a combination of technology, lecture, and class interaction to provide sufficient information to give classmates a clear picture of the topic and the controversies surrounding it. (In other words, let students engage—not just listen to a lecture.)

· Include the use of literature (e.g., excerpts from novels, short stories, children’s books, etc.), film, news or other forms of mass media to communicate the topic and engage classmates. (In other words, show—don’t just tell). 

DEBATE/DISCUSSION/ACTIVITY: 

· Debate/discussion should be approximately 30 minutes.  

· Create an activity that will engage the class on the material presented (e.g., debate, discussion, role play, simulation, etc.).  Use mass media clips, legislation, or current cases to spark class interaction around this issue.  

· Create a fact sheet for classmates that provides the important basic information that will help them during the activity/discussion/debate (and prepare for the quiz).  This should not just be a print-out of a PowerPoint. 

· Use good questioning techniques to engage students in critical analysis, not just story-telling. 

· Give students the opportunity to discuss freely, yet guide the discussion and lead the total activity towards a summarizing completion. 

Questions regarding the use of statistical data for each TOPIC:
1. Classism and Schooling. What quantitative demographic data point to classism in U.S. school districts? How does classism affect students’ experience of schooling? Include charts, diagrams and evidence of understanding the background for classism in our schools. 

2. Gender/Sexual Diversity & Schooling. How does demographic data present issues of gender and sexual diversity in schools? How do we interpret these? How do gender/sexual diversity affect students’ experience of schooling? What do these data suggest about equity in schooling? Include charts, diagrams and evidence of understanding the background for gender and sexual diversity in our schools.
3. Stratification: Testing/Tracking. What do these findings suggest about testing and tracking in schooling in the Milwaukee area and in the U.S. at large? How does stratification affect students’ experience of schooling? Include charts, diagrams and evidence of understanding the background for testing and tracking in our schools.

4. Bilingual Education.  What are the various types of bilingual programs in the U.S.? How well are these programs funded? How do cultural and linguistic diversity affect the quality of education in the U.S.? How does bilingual education affect students’ experience of schooling? Include charts, diagrams and evidence of understanding the background for bilingual education in our schools.
5. School Choice/Vouchers. Which schools are choice schools in the Greater Milwaukee area? How does this compare or contrast with national trends? How does the voucher program function in Milwaukee schools, the state of Wisconsin, and other areas of the U.S.? Compare and contrast these types of voucher programs. Show statistical differences between voucher-supported schools and other public schools in the Milwaukee area. How do school choice/vouchers affect students’ experience of schooling? Include charts, diagrams and evidence of understanding the background for school choice and vouchers in schools across the U.S.
EDUC 148: Critical Issues Presentation/Activity-Debate-Discussion Rubric (200 pts)
	
	Unsatisfactory
	Satisfactory
	Exemplary

	Content Presentation 

(35 pts) 
	-Inaccurate, incomplete info

-Limited focus on current ped/policy

-Lacking creativity
	-Most correct, missing few 

important aspects

-Focus on ped/policy with some current connections

-Somewhat creative, engaging
	-Accurate, complete information.

-Connected to current pedagogical/  policy issues in education.

-Contextualized in previous overview

-Creatively, engagingly presented

	Group Affected 

(30 pts) 
	-Minimal inclusion of group affected.

-Lacking multiple persp..

-Broad generalities

-No connection to assimilation, etc
	-Group perspective/ experience 

-Some contrasting perspectives

-Some attention to acculturation/

assimilation/pluralism 

-Some recognition of within group differences
	-Group perspective/experience 

-Accurate contrasting perspectives 

-Clearly connected to acculturation/ assimilation/ pluralism issues.

-Sensitivity to within group differences.  

	Use of Statistical Data (10 pts)
	-Minimal use of data
	-Data included with some explanation/application
	-Data included

-interpreted, explained, applied  

	Use of Media/ Technology

(10 pts) 
	-Minimal media/technology

-Unprofessional appearance

-Several errors
	-Use of media/tech to present ideas. 

-Suitable appearance.

-Minimal errors. 
	-Powerpoint, media, literature, current events creatively engage students  

-Professional appearance

-Free from grammatical/ spelling/technical errors.  

	Concept Map/Fact Sheet

(10 pts) 
	-Concept map missing, late, or minimal

-Fact sheet missing,

minimal, or too long.   

-Several errors 
	-Key ideas shown with connections.

-On time

-Sufficient amount of facts

-Minimal errors/wordiness, etc. 
	-Key ideas clear/connected. 

-Given to instructor 2 days in advance. 

-Fact sheet concisely includes 

important info for student discussion: 

     --Issue summary

     --Important definitions

     --Key legislation

     --Important players

     --Pro/Con arguments

     --Resources for further study

-Error free and clearly written

	Organization (30 pts)
	-Ideas presented as disjointed collection. 

-Not time for some sections 
	-Ideals logically arranged w/ moderate use of connections

-Somewhat even use of time  
	-Ideas flow logically and clearly, with clear connections/transitions.

-Well-balanced use of time 

	Activity 

(30 pts) 
	-Not engaging, creative.

-Doesn’t further understanding

-Student engagement not supported

-Lack of multiple perspectives

-Either too free or too directed.

-No clear summary 
	-captures issue, but not too engaging.

-Furthers student understanding.

-Some student engagement encouraged.  

-Multiple perspectives included

-Efforts made to keep student freedom/leader guidance balanced.

-Summary given
	-Creative, engaging activity, clearly capturing the controversy. 

-Solidifies, increases students’ understanding of issue 

-Encourages student engagement through discussion, using good questions, probing feedback, encouragement. 

-Thorough exploration of multiple perspectives

-Skillful balance between free discussion and leader guidance. 

-Clear summary that pulls 

presentation/debate together.  

	Communication Individually (25 pts)
	
	
	See Critical Task 2 Rubric

	Teaching methods 

(20 pts) 
	-Unbalanced use of lecture, discussion, or activity.

-Questions/feedback don’t engage students.

-Insensitivity to cultural/ gender communication.
	-balanced lecture, discussion, activity, questions, feedback to engage classmates.

-Some sensitivity to cultural/gender communication
	-Balanced

 lecture, discussion, activity

-Consistent engagement of classmates via questions, response, activities.  

-Sensitivity to cultural/gender communication


Student: ______________________________   Grade: ___________________________________________ 

