How Segregation in Milwaukee Counts in the Workplace 

Value: 10 points 

Introduction: Milwaukee consistently ranks as either the first or second most segregated cites in the US.  Walking or driving through this city the “dividing lines” between neighborhoods can be fairly apparent. Often we rely on our eyes as well as stories to support what we think we know.  For this assignment we will be exploring the other ways to see how this segregation impacts some of the things we are studying in this course. This assignment asks to evaluate how this segregation might impact the Milwaukee workplace using quantitative information and reasoning.  

 
Assignment: 

 Step One:    Choose 3 neighborhoods in Milwaukee County. Pick  your own, and one that you consider a fairly wealthy neighborhood, and one that you think of as relatively impoverished. Using the Census web site’s American Fact-Finder (http://factfinder.census.gov), gather data. First, print out a “fact sheet” for each neighborhood (typically defined by either name or zip code; the maps section on this page can help you figure out the latter.)    

Step Two: Compare the three neighborhoods, and make a list of the 5-7 disparities (or similarities) which you find most striking.    

Step Three:  Then, spend time examining the categories “people” and “housing” on this website. There are several subcategories under “people” and “housing”. Explore 5-7 more particular aspects of each locality. Again, make a list of the 5-7 aspects of each locality.   

Step Four: Construct a graph comparing and contrasting at least four of the disparities you’ve discovered using Fact Finder during Steps Three & Four. Then write a two page, double-spaced reflection about your findings projecting how the information you’ve uncovered may impact people’s chances/performance/ability in the workplace. How is the information you’ve uncovered a social justice issue? End the paper with any questions this exercise has raised for you. A website that might help with your report is from the Detroit News at http://www.detnews.com/specialreports/2002/segregation/    

Step Five:  On D2L, Discussion 5.3 post all three fact sheets for the neighborhoods, your graph, and your two page paper. NOTE: It may be easiest to save all of these files in .pdf for ease of uploading and viewing. If you have 2007 Word you can do this in “save as”.    

Step Six: Respond to one another’s findings. Compare neighborhood information. What inferences can you draw from this information about how segregation in Milwaukee might impact people in the workplace? Use the graphs, Fact Sheets, and course readings, specifically Payne, to support your answer.   

  Adapted from: Task Force on Inequality and American Democracy American Political Science Association, Suzanne Mettler (Coordinator) Lawrence R. Jacobs, Kay L. Schlozman, authors.   

  How Segregation in Milwaukee Counts in the Workplace Grading Rubric  

	
	1.0
	1.5
	2.0
	2.5

	All assignment criteria met including postings, paper, fact sheets
	Many elements of assignment missing
	Two small elements missing
	One small element missing
	All assignment criteria met

	Graph
	Does not clearly show the disparities in the neighborhoods so reader can make sense of graph; Missing many elements of a good graph which might be title, labels, different colored lines or bars, key make it impossible to read
	Does not clearly show the disparities in the neighborhoods so reader can make sense of graph; But two or more missing elements of a good graph which might be title, labels, different colored lines or bars, key make it difficult to interpret
	Somewhat shows the  disparities in the neighborhoods so reader can make sense of graph; but missing elements of a good graph which might be title, labels, different colored lines or bars, key make it a little difficult to read
	Clearly shows the disparities in the neighborhoods so reader can make sense of graph; all elements of a good graph present including title, labels, different colored lines or bars, key

	Paper
	Does not clearly discuss  own graph and what it represents about segregation in Milwaukee,  does not discuss quantitative reasoning and  shows a willingness to learn about quantitative reasoning and its influence on social justice issues
	Makes good attempt to discuss own graph and what it represents about segregation in Milwaukee,  tries to discuss quantitative reasoning and  shows a willingness to learn about quantitative reasoning and its influence on social justice issues but misses making connections
	Adequately discusses own graph and what it represents about segregation in Milwaukee,  shows a some willingness to discuss  quantitative reasoning and  shows a willingness to learn about quantitative reasoning and its influence on social justice issues
	Elegantly discusses own graph and what it represents about segregation in Milwaukee,  discusses quantitative reasoning and  shows a willingness to learn about quantitative reasoning and its influence on social justice issues

	Discussion Board
	Superficially discusses the graphs and papers presented; superficially comments to classmates about quantitative reasoning assignments
	Makes good attempt to  discuss the graphs and papers presented; makes good attempt to comment to classmates about quantitative reasoning assignments
	Openly and adequately discusses the graphs and papers presented; openly and adequately comments to classmates about quantitative reasoning assignments
	Elegantly discusses the graphs and papers presented;  comments to classmates about quantitative reasoning assignments show a willingness to learn about quantitative reasoning and its influence on social justice issues


 
