Theology 110,   Quests for God, Paths of Revelation     Spring 2009            Schmitt
Mathematical Reasoning Assignment

This course is participating in the Who Counts? program at Marquette University.  Here is the data for the biggest assignment in this course which required mathematical reasoning.  This will be your assignment unless you propose to the prof a different mathematical task that would be suitable for the course.
Your assignment is to report on and represent the growth of a major religious tradition over at least six years of its existence.   (One might be inclined to choose one of the Abrahamic faiths as the tradition to analyze.  But you can choose another. On second thought, if you choose any other tradition, you need to get it approved in writing from the prof.)

Since this is not a mathematics course (and since you all have had high school math – maybe beyond that), no instruction on calculating percentages will be given.  You must figure the growth of the chosen tradition, as mentioned above, for at least.  (But I know every one of you will be curious enough to do the tradition from start until today.)

A most tricky part of the assignment will be getting the figures to use.  You must list the sources you depended on for your information and how you choose that or those source or sources.  Your curiosity might even lead you to speculate on the reason for specific percentage in one century over another.   That would not be a required part of your work, but it certainly would be of interest to you and your readers.

As mentioned above, any student is free to propose a different mathematical reasoning project to replace this one.  Such an alternative should use math in the general topic of the course.  Don’t forget, you could propose a topic that you could enter your finished product into the student competition that was mentioned briefly in class one day.  And here’s the link   http://whocounts.tripod.com/id12.html   Of course, this applies only to those students who would know something to do with $500.

The deadline for the competition is April 1.  This means that if you want feedback you would have to turn it in by March 25 to get it back and to make any changes.  Otherwise the due date is April 8.    

